
PLEADING FOB 01
HELMS RELEASE.

Olney Asked to Interfere in
the Young American's

Behalf.
Confined in a Havana Dungeon

with the Other Competitor
Prisoners.

Citizens of Florida, in Their Petition,
Say He Will Die if He Is

Longer Kept There.

WENT TO CUBA AS A CORRESPONDENT.

Had His Credentials at the Time of His
Arrest,1"but No Discrimination Made

in His Case by Spanish
Officials.

Jacksonville, Fla., July 26.-A determined
effort is being made to induce the United
States Government to secure the release
of Ona Melton, tie young American, who

was captured on the Competitor, and who

ig now confined in Fort Cabanas, Havana.

The people of Key West have petitioned
Secretary Olney to act on his behalf.
Melton went to Cuba as a newspaper

correspondent, and had no Intention of

serving in the army of the insurgents. He

simply desired to get within their lines to

furnish reliable news as to the situation
In Cuba. He had his credentials on his

person when arrested by the Spaniards. It

is said here that young Melton's health is

rapidly failing, and that he will die if not

Boon released.
Among other things, the petition says:

A Leper in Their Cell.
"Melton and the other Competitor pris¬

oners are confined in a little, dark cell,
reeking with filth and vermin, and, as if

to add to the horror of their situation,
a drain runs through the room, breeding
pestilence and death. Twenty other pris¬
oners, of all colors and nationalities, and
accused of every crime in the decalogue,
are also huddled together within the nar¬

row confines of the cell, and, If reports re¬

ceived here lately are correct, a leper has
been thrown into the dungeon.
"Consul-General Williams, when he wis

in office, in view of these facts and on ac¬

count of Melton's extreme youth and un-

doubted innocence, made every effort to

haye him released, and General Lee, the
present Consul^General at Havana, has
also endeavored to have his condition im¬

proved, but apparently every effort seems

to have been in vain.
"Subsequent to his arrest and incarcera¬

tion, Melton was tried by military court-
martial at. Havana, in clear and open viola¬
tion of treaty rights, adjudged guilty of
treason to the kingdom of Spain and sen¬

tenced to deatb. Through the friendly of¬
fices of the American Government the sen¬

tence is now temporarily suspended and Is
' -'4 in abeyance."

I'pri^ht, Inoffensive Citixen.
petition further "respectfully repre-
.hat the only offence' committed by

the said Ona Melton, whom we all know
to be an honorable, upright and inoffensive
citizen, is in having gone to Cuba In the
interests and as a representative of the
Florida Times-Union." They, therefore,
pray that he will use his good offices with
the authorities of Cuba to the end that
Melton may be-speedily liberated from the
living death which now awaits him, or

that, at least, an amelioration of his pres¬
ent condition may be secured.
The petition is signed by over two hun¬

dred of the most prominent citizens of Key
West. ,

SHOT HIMSELF WHILE INSANE.

Julie Thieleman Puts an End to His Life With
His Employer's Revolver.

Juie Thielemann, a bartender, twenty-
two years old, in the Brook Hotel, at No.
715 East One Hundred and Forty-ninth
street, broke into the apartment of the
owner of the hotel, John Kuhner, last
night, and picking up Kuhner's revolver
(went to his own room and blew his brains
out. v |Policeman Helton, of the Morrisania Sta¬
tion, was notified, and he found Thielmann
Btill alive. He sent a hurried call to
i^oi'dfcnm Hospital, which is three miles
away, and in fifteen minutes Dr. Har-
graze was at the house, with an ambu¬
lance, but Thielemann was dead before he
[arrived. Thielemann had been acting
Strangely lately and was undoubtedly In¬
sane. *

WATSON FAVORED FUSION

Populist Candidate for Vice-President, How¬
ever, Will Not Withdraw in

Favor of Sewall.

Atlanta, Ga., July 26..Thomas E. Wat¬
son, Populist candidate for Vice-President,
declined on Saturday to discuss any plan
for a successful fusion between the Demo¬
crats and Populists. Less than three weeks

ago, however, in conversation with friends,
Mr. Watson said that he believed that the
Democratic hope for victory was a coali¬
tion with the Populists.
"They must give us," he said, referring

to the Democrats, "our share of the elec¬
tors where we are In the minority, and
we will give them their portion where
we are In the majority."
But this was three weeks ago. At that

time Sir. Watson said he would accept no

nomination from the convention, yet the
call in the Interest of harmony changed
him. That he will not withdraw in favor
of Sewall Is certain.
'What will you do if Mr. Bryan refuses

to accept tha nomination?" was asked, Mr.
Watson smiled. He has a boyish, good-
natured smile. He wrinkled his forehead.
He smiled again and thrust his hands into
his pockets.
"Mr. Bryan has not refused yet," he

said. "When Mr. Bryan refuses then 1
shall be confronted with a condition. Just

IT FEAR THAT

Louis Hart, a State's Witness,
Killed Himself in His Home

at Arlington, N. J.

No One Heard the Shot and Death
at First Was Supposed to Have

Been Accidental,

MIXED UP IN A BIG FORGERY CASE.

Confidential Clerk of the Schlesinper Broth¬
ers, Who Are Under Indictment for

Printing Bogus Southern Pacific
Tickets and Passes.

Louis Hnrt committed suicide in his
home on Chestnut street, Arlington, N. J.,
on Saturday afternoon, but it was not until
some hours after his death that the Cor¬
oner learned the truth in regard to it. The
family and the authorities at first believed
that death was the result of hemorrhages,
to which Hart was subject.
Leon Hart, the father, is a produce mer-

Dr. Exton was notified of the fact and upon
examination found that the skull had been
fractured. Then the revolver was discov¬
ered under the bed. Dr. Allers, Deputy
Coroner, granted the family a burial per¬
mit.
Hart was a well-known figure In Arling¬

ton. He was unmarried, but very fond
of women's society. He was for seven
years confidential clerk for M. Schleslnger
& Brother, printers, at No. 174 Centra
street. They are the firm who were im¬
plicated in the forgery of tickets and passes
of the Southern Pacific Railroad, and are
now under indictment for It In the State
courts.
The two brothers, Moses and William, are

accused of having printed the forged tick¬
ets and passes for the ticket scalping firm.
When the police went to capture Moses
Schlesinger he fled down a fire escape, but
was subsequently arrested.
Louis Hart Is said to have turned State's

evidence against the Schleslngers, and was
to have been the principal witness against
them at their trial. Two weeks ago he
started a printing office with Gustave Mor¬
ris at No. 56 Bleecker street. His family
assign as a cause for his suicide worriment
over the cares of his new enterprise, but,
on the other hand, it is said that the near
approach of the Schleslngers' trial, and the
fear that, on cross-examination, damaging
admissions about his own connection with
the forgery might be forced from him, led
blm to kill himself.

BIG LABOR BOYCOTT.
Central Labor Union's Ban Placed Upon All

"Unfair" Halis, Picnic Grounds,
Boats or Barges.

The Central Labor Union at its meeting
yesterday took In hand the biggest con-

RUNAWAY STRUCK
THEIR CARRIAGE.

Exciting Experience of Mrs.
Flammer and Miss

Driver Knocked from His Seat, but
Neither of the Women

Is Injured.
DE LEFFER'S INVOLUNTARY ATHLETICS,

Caught in a Rope Dragged by Another
Runaway, and Sent Keeling Over

and Over in the
Street.

Runaways appeared to be the fashion In
the north end of the city yesterday even¬

ing. The first occurred at 4:30 o'clock and

began by Oscar Roessner, a grocery clerk,
letting a large bay horse get away with
him at One Hundred and Thirty-eighth
street and Lenox avenue. The animal
backed toward Seventh avenue, whirled and

Hundred and Thirty-fifth street and Eighth
avenue.

HER AUDITORS IN TREES.
Mrs. Ballington Booth Has an Enormous

Audience at the State
Camp.

State Camp, Peeksklll, N. Y., July 26..
One of the largest crowds that ever gath¬
ered to hear religious services in camp since
the days of Beecher and Talmage, was the
one that surrounded Mrs. Ballington Booth
In the Y. M. C. A. tennis court this after¬
noon.

t
The crowd spread out under the apple

trees that border the court, and the limbs
of the trees were soon occupied as vantage
points by agile soJdlers. At half-past
o'clock Mrs. Booth, escorted by General
McAlpin, marched through, the crowd fol¬
lowed by all the State officers in fatigue uni¬
form, and with swords. General Whitlock,
who had come up In his steam yacht Telka,
was also present with his family.
In introducing Mrs. Booth General Mc¬

Alpin spoke briefly of the circumstances
that led up to the secession from the par¬
ent organization and the formation of the
Volunteers. He also spoke very highly of
the work Mrs. Booth has done and is do¬
ing. Mrs. Booth stood upon a chair that
her voice might the better be heard by
her audience. She said she came to speak
to the soldiers, but she was very glad to
see so many other people present. Then fol¬
lowed one of her delightful talks, full of
bright reminiscences and simple lessons. A
crowd of soldiers followed her to the stage
when she had finished, and, as It moved
away, their hats were waved to her until

-r r

A SUNDAY PIONIG PARTY IN ANGIENT EGYPT'S GONEY ISLAND.
now I am too much in earnest to theorize.
Suppose we wait."

GOATS BUTT DETECTIVES.
They Objected to the Arrest of Their Owner

a Park Row Hotel
Keeper.

Two detectives dropped in at the "Billy
Goat Hotel" on Park row yesterday after¬
noon and after indulging in two "schooners"
of beer they marched the proprietor, Ber¬
nard Kommell, off to the Oak Street Po¬
lice Station. He was charged with vio¬
lating the Raines law.
The detectives didn't accomplish their

purpose, however, without fijjst having a

brief argument with the goat patrol. As
they started to arrest Kommel his four-
footed friends took running starts and
nearly lifted thein out of their boots.
The hostlery gets its name from a quartet

of goats that do a kind of voluntary patrol
duty in the place. If any patron so far for¬
gets himself as to fall asleep the goats
proceed to butt him out of dreamland and
often into the street.
The place has become a resort for con¬

vivial longshoremen. At 3 o'clock yester¬
day afternoon there were about 340 of
them seated at tables in the hotel. About
that time Detectives Armstrong and Hahn
entered. They sipped at their beer for a
time and surveyed the place. Then they
arrested Kommel. He gave bail for his ap¬
pearance in Police Court to-day.
Death Followi Pall from Trolley

Car.
Simon Klanitz, twenty-two years old, of No.

312 Henry street, who fell from a trolley ear

In Brooklyn on Saturday and received a fracture
of the skull, <lled last night at his home.

chant. So is his elder son, Max. The
father's bedroom is in the front of the
house on the se^jnd floor. Off this is his
daughter Hattle's bedroom. Max and
Louis, who was twenty-three years old,
occupied the back bedroom on the same
floor.
The father and daughter on Saturday

afternoon lay down for a nap^ Louis came
home to find them fast asleep and went to
his own room, where he threw himself on
the bed. Then hd placed a revolver of .22
calibre to the right side of his head and fired
one shot. The weapon dropped from his
haqd and fell under the bed. Neither the
father nor the sister was awakened by the
pistol shot.
His brother Max, who had been up all

night selling produce, got home about 4 p.
m., and went upstairs to lie down. As he
aproached the room he heard Louis gasp¬
ing. Running to his side he saw that he
was covered with blood and concluded that
he had had an attack of hemorrhage. Ho
aroused the father and sister, and a friend
of the family named Charles Beekman, who
was delivering meat next door, was called
in.
They washed away the blood, but did not

discover the bullet wound. Then they sent
for Dr. James A. Exton, the family physi¬
cian. who Is one of the Hudson County
coroners. Dr. Exton also was of the opin¬
ion that the young man had had a hem-
morhage. Hart died an hour and a half
after he had shot himself. He seemed
conscious of all that transpired about him,
but did not speak one word from the time
he was found by his brother until he died.

It was not until the undertaker was pre¬
paring the body for burial that a bullet
hole near the right temple was discovered.

THE ONLY REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE.
\

Uticle Sam.You fteedtT: try to hide it, Mark; we afs all on.

tract it has yet undertaken. A week or
two ago the Miscellaneous Section pre¬
sented the following recommendation for
adoption:
"That any union which, after November

1, 1896, patronizes any hall or picnic ground
of "Sanies wiilcli is declared unfair

by the Central Labor Union, shall be sus¬
pended by the Central Labor I n'OIJ-words "or barge or boat were added, onmotion.

, , ,

'

A furious discussion arose in which someclaimed that It would settle forever the
question of non-union parks and picnicgrounds. Others were strongly opposed
"No such recommendation could be car¬

ried out," said Delegate Jones, of the I re¬
gressive Varnishers. "It would destroy tneCentral Labor Union. Every park is under
the ban of the Central Labor Union, ana
you never can carry out any boycott."Every union would have to be suspend¬ed," said a delegate.

. ."Even Coney Island is under a CentralLabor Union boycott, or ought to be, saidanother.
. ,. ,,"You would have to boycott the Thirty-fourth Street Ferry.""And all the other ferries.

After a bitter discussion, in which per¬sonalities were occasionally Indulged in, amotion that the recommendation should beadopted and put into effect was carried.
Delegate Edwards moved that a commit¬

tee should be appointed to investigate theGermania Walters' Union, which was said
to have only seven members.
Delegates Edwards, Robinson and Fer-rine were appointed as a committee to in¬

vestigate the union.
, . ,Delegate Harris, of Cignr Makers' LnlonNo. 114, made a report as one of a commit¬tee who visited the Eastman Dressed BeefCompany with a view to settling the strikeof its cattle butchers. The firm had re-dticed wages, he said, and would not come

to terms, but he thought the strikers were
sure of winning. The wages, it is alleged,have been reduced from to 40 per cent.

TWO LITTLE CHINESE LADIES.
Wives of Secretaries of the Chinese Em¬

bassy Are in New York.
Mrs. Wong Ho, and Mrs. Chang Hoo,

wives of the two secretaries of the Chinese
Embassy, who are visiting Hsa Nai Kwane,
Chinese Consul here, attracted much at¬
tention yesterday In Prospect Park, Brook¬
lyn, through which they drove In the after¬
noon. Each of the women has a child four
years old, which was costumed in rich Ori¬
ental robes, with purple and gold lace.
Both women are members of the most ex¬
clusive of social sets in China, and since
their residence in Washington have become
very popular in displomatlc circles, fhejresemble In personal appearance little
French dolls, made up in Oriental
Both are well educated and speak Englishand French iluently.
Mr Ho said last evening that they fre¬

quently visited New York on a shoppingtour, and never missed an opportunity of
visit Ins: the many points of interest. l he>examined the Statue of Liberty Saturday,and vesterday spent several hours in 1 ros-
nect Park. Mr. Ho and Mr. Hoo returnedfo Washington Saturday, but the Indies vvjUremain another week, and will re urn
again when Li Hung Chang, the Chinese
statesman, arrives.

ruined by cigarettes.
Broker's Son Had a Fine Home, but Is Now

a Wanderer in the Big City's Streets.
William G. Didrichsen, Jr.. the eighteen

year old son of Broker Didrichsen, of No.
Cfi'Wall street, and who has a splendid
home at Bay Shore, L. I.rts again wander¬
ing 'aimlessly about this city.
On July 1 last, William was arrested as a

vicrant. on Greenwich street. He then
gave the name of Davis, clalpiing that he
had Just arrived from Butte City, Mon. He
wn sent to the Tombs and then said he
was Charles Van Zaudt. The officers of the
Centre Street Court identified him as the
twine youth who had twice before within a
space of a few months, been arrested on the
Bowery. It is said that the young mans
mind has been affected by the excessive

USYoung ^IdHchsen was seen Saturday at
midnight, wandering about outside Good¬
man's Hotel. Eighth avenue and Thirty-neeond street. He was dressed in a bicycle
suit and wore a white straw hat. with
5 eiiisNfather°was telegraphed to yesterday
that the young man may be arrested if
again seen, as It is necessary he should be
placed under proper control.

I

turned into It. The thoroughfare was
crowded at the time with carriages, bi¬
cycles and other vehicles. The sidewalks
were filled with pedestrians, and Roessner
saw that his horse was getting the best of
hirg, Rr> gr-sped the Hiieg fli-mer ami e:.;ied
to Mounted Policeman Peter Hunt that
his animal was running away. Hunt gave
chase, but was unable to grasp the bridle.
Coming up the avenue on the east side

was a victoria driven by John W. McGinnls.
It contained Mrs. Charles A. Flammer, wife
of Magistrate Flammer, and Miss Jessie
Bigelow.
Roessner's horse, by the time it reached

the victoria, was beyond control, and, run¬
ning toward the \ehicle, raised his feet as
though to jump. He brought down the
heavy shod hoofs on the driver's box and

CHARLES FOWLER YAN S IGKLES

swept both the box and its occupant into
the street. The runaway's feet then be¬
come entangled in the front spring, having
passed through the dashboard.
A crowd quickly gathered and the women

were assisted from the carriage before any
damage had been done them. They were
afterward taken home in a carriage from a
livery stable.
About half an hour after the excitementhad qulted down three Italians returningfrom the horse market at One Hundred and

Fifty-fourth street, where they had pur¬chased a white mustang, drove down to
One Hundred and Flftj^thlrd street, with

DAVID MARRENDER LEVISON.
the animal tied to the rear of their wagon.
Suddenly it took fright at something and,
jerking away, dashed down the avenue at
full speed. First it took to the west side¬
walk and ran to One Hundred and Forty-
second street, where it crossed to the other
side and galloped down to One Hundred
and Thirty-seventh street.
When It got opposite the Bedford flats

two young men, one of them Alfred I)e
Lleffer, saw the white streak making for
them. It was but an Instant, afterward
when young Pe Lleffer was caught In the
colls of the flying rope trailing after the
mustang, and in a second he turned three
handsprings and a cartwheel or two and
landed 011 his spine In the middle of the
road. He was picked up bruised, but
otherwise all right. His companion, Fred
Brighton, just escaped doing a turn him-1
.elf. Tha mustanff ~vas caught at One'

the stage rounded the bluff and was lost
to sight.

JEERS FOR THE BISHOP.
The Right Rev. Mr. Newman's Hearer\

Would" tsot Stand It to Hear
Bryan Condemned.

Asbury Park, N. J., July 26..The an
nouncement that Bishop John P. Newman,
of the Methodist Church, famous as Gen¬
eral Grant's pastor, would speak at the
national service in the Beach Audltorlun.
this afternoon drew an Immense audience.
His address was a bitter attack on the
Democratic party and its candidates.
He closed by calling the Populists "Pops"

and Anarchists. "I am a Republican, but
above all an American," he said. At this

It Was a

on Fasi.
side

Combatants Were
with Decided Vi

Comic Opera
One Had Ventured to Say

Lacked the Chic of Mrj
Wolf Hopper.

THE REFEREE CALLED IT "

\
Champion of Delia Was Young i

Sickle, Son of a Steamship M
Mrs. Hopper's Defender

D&yid Marrener Levison.

Two young men fought a bio
yesterday morning on the roof c

some residence on Riverside Drive
relative merits of Delia Fox and 1
lace Hopper In "The Little Troopt
David Marrener Levison, of

West Eighty-seventh street, and
Fowler Van Sickle, of No. 791 W
avenue, the two principals in yeste*
fight, were on last Tuesday evening seat
with their mutual friend, Herbert Edwar
Meyers, of No. 314 Riverside Drive, In th
roof garden of the Hotel Majestic, at S«t
en ty-second street and Central Park Wer'
where Levlson's relatives are guests.
While they were chatting In on? of tl

rustic Summer houses, under multl-colore
lights, the orchestra struck up a pot poun
from Sousa's "El Capltan," in which Dt
Wolf Hopper and his wife, Edna Wallace
Hopper, have scored such a success at the
Broadway Theatre.

MRS. HOPPER'S DEFENDER.
Levison, who Is a great admirer of Mrs.

Hopper, was, of course, reminded of her
by the music, and declared that she wa»
the daintiest, prettiest and most grt.
little swordswoman on the American st
"Edna Wallace Hopper doesn't hola

candle to Delia Fox!" remarked Van Sickle,
who is a Texan.
"You don't know what you're- talking

about," replied Levison. "Delia Fox Is fal
and old. Mrs. Hopper is light as a feather,
pretty as a picture and a mere girl."
Then Van Sickle lost his patience.
"You lie!" he said, in a stage whisper.

Crash! The chopped ice In Levlson's glass
landed full in the face of the long-legged
Texan. He sprang to his feet, but Mr.
Meyers, who Is more powerfully built than
either of the others, jumped between them
before the blow could land, and held them
apart at arms' length.

DECIDED TO FIGHT IT OCT.
Then they sat down, Levison very red

and Van Sickle very white, and arrange
to meet yesterday morning on the roof
an unoccupied house on Riverside Dri-
Meyers was asked to act as referee. Th*
wanted no seconds.
At 10:30 a. m y

drove u? t0 the jr
roof of w'ilcii the fight was to be held,
the three young men, looking very d.
mined and very brave, hopped out.
No soontr were they on the roof than theystripped off their coats and negligee shirt'sand faced each other. Van Sickle, the Texan,is tall and slender, straight as an arrow andwith the shoulders of a West Pointer. Levi.;

son is shorter, more heavily set, and withthe unusual contrast of blue eyes and bl^cirhair.
Referee Meyers promptly called "Time!The two young men came together ill

a pair of rams. Not a blow was stru<
but they rolled over and over and flnai
out upon a glass skylight, the iron frai

£zr- - ¦
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Fac-Simile of Stipulation Signed After the Battle.
Young Mr. Levison and young Mr. Van Sickle, having seriously disa¬

greed as to the respective merits of Delia Fox and Mrs. Wolf Hopper
as comic opera stars, met yesterday on the roof of a private house on Riv¬
erside Drive to settle the argument, so far as it could be settled by physi¬
cal prowess. After some blood had been spilled, the battle was declared t'
have been a draw.

the audience howled in derision for fully
three minutes, and one man in the rear
of the hall yelled:
"William J. Bryan may be a Populist, but

he is as good a citizen as you."
Many people left the building severely de¬

nouncing the Bishop's language.
Don Dickinnon Doe Here To-day.
Word was received here last night that

ex-Postmaster-General Don M. Dickinson,
of Michigan, who has been the guest of
President Cleveland at Buzzard's Bay, was
on his way to New York and would reach
the Hoffman House some time to-day. Mr.
Dickinson Is fully in sympathy with the
political views entertained by the President
and his mission to Buzzard's Bay is under¬
stood to have had tp do with the question
of a third ticket.

of which saved them from a fall into t
room below. When they arose they w
both bleeding at the nose. In a mom'
they were at it again. A rib-roaster
Levison, an ugly tipper-cut on the In
Texan's firm jaw and a sounding do
simultaneous smack on the wind of *

young man, and the tight was over,
referee promptly declared It "a draw,"
he, with the two principals, signed a p
setting forth that fact.
Van Sickle Is twenty-one years of

and is the son of John Van Sickle,
agent of the 2.iorgan line of steamf-
Levison's father is a retired mere
Meyers's father is Augustus Meyers ar
brother. Augustus L. Meyers, is a p
in the firm of C. C, Shayne & Co.

"The Benedict" Perfect Collar
ion. Benedict Broh.. 171 Broadway..Ac


